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The Sports Industry in an 
amazing network to be 
included in no matter which 
sport you are involved in.

Although our magazine 
covers the sports lifestyle 
and the athletes that do 
their best to keep us enter-
tained. We have chosen to 
speak about avenues and 
opportunities available in the USA and Over-
seas. Some people ask: “How does a profes-
sional athlete become a professional if they are 
not drafted right out of College”.

Some have heard of USA Basketball, the 
European League, the Canadian Football 
League, the Dominican Republic World Cup, 
the Olympics Track World, the American 
Basketball Association and the D League now 
known as the G League.

Pro Baller Magazine attempts to let you behind 
the iron curtain because not all great athletes 
are drafted to the Big Leagues. There are many 
an athlete that has made major money but are 
not a household name. The medium income 
level in the USA is $55,775 and Overseas it is 
$406 Euro a month to $3000 Euro a month in 
Denmark. No matter what side of the water you 
are on you can make a good payday playing 
sports and living the lifestyle.

So many athletes strive each year to be the 
chosen one on some team from soccer to 
football with the USA having a better salary but 
once the taxes are taken it could be a lot less 
than the announced pay day. Overseas taxes 
are paid, an apartment or house is provided, a 
car is provided and all monies via contract are 
the athletes. Not a bad deal.

Pro Baller Magazine lets you know where all 
the athletes like to travel, what cars they like to 
drive, restaurants they eat at and entertainment 
sports that they hang out at.

Join us for the 411.

Alexis Levi
Editor
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Pierre Jackson
Pierre Jackson Western Conference All-Star 

team for the 2017 NBA D-League  

All-Star Game.

It’s been an uphill battle for the 5ft 9 
point guard but he refuses to stop. 
Knowing that he was destined to 
greatness he kept his eye on the 
prize. Not letting his height  slow 
him down Jackson stacked the stat 
sheets everywhere he has played.

Jackson attended Desert Pines High 
School in Las Vegas. Following a 
standout career, where he led the 
state of Nevada in assists as a sen-
ior, he went to the College of South-

ern Idaho (CSI). At CSI, Jackson led 
the Golden Eagles to a National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) National Championship in 
2011, earning tournament MVP hon-
ors. He averaged 18.6 points and 4.4 
assists per game in 2010–11 and was 
named a first-team All-American and 
the NJCAA Player of the Year.

After concluding his junior college 
career, Jackson moved to Baylor 
to complete his college career. He 

had a strong junior campaign for the 
Bears, averaging 13.8 points and 5.9 
assists in the 2011–12 season. He 
helped lead Baylor to the Elite Eight 
of the 2012 NCAA Tournament, 
where they lost to eventual champi-
ons Kentucky. Jackson was named 
second team All-Big 12 Conference 
and an honorable mention All-Amer-
ican by the Associated Press.

Jackson returned to Baylor for his 
senior season in 2012–13. He was 
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named the Big 12 preseason Player 
of the Year and was named to the 
preseason watch lists for the Wood-
en and Naismith national player of 
the year awards.

On April 4, 2013, Jackson ended his 
college career with a championship 
win over Iowa at the National Invita-
tion Tournament (NIT). As a senior, 
he averaged 19.8 points and 7.1 as-
sists per game.

Jackson was selected the 42nd 
overall pick in the 2013 NBA draft 
by the Philadelphia 76ers. On July 
12, 2013, his draft rights were trad-
ed, along with Jrue Holiday, to the 
New Orleans Pelicans in exchange 
for Nerlens Noel. Two days later, he 
joined the Pelicans for the 2013 NBA 
Summer League.

On July 27, 2013, Jackson signed 
a one-year deal with ASVEL Villeur-
banne of the LNB Pro A.  However, 

he left the team in September 2013 
before appearing in a game for them.

On November 1, 2013, Jackson was 
selected with the fourth overall pick 
in the 2013 NBA D-League draft by 
the Idaho Stampede.[10] On Febru-
ary 3, 2014, he was named to the Fu-
tures All-Star roster for the 2014 NBA 
D-League All-Star Game.  On Feb-
ruary 4, 2014, he scored 58 points 
against the Texas Legends, setting 
the D-League single-game scoring 
record. This surpassed the previ-
ous record of 53 by Morris Almond 
(2008) and Will Conroy (2009).

On February 20, 2014, Jackson left 
the Idaho Stampede to sign in Tur-
key. The next day, he signed with 
Fenerbahçe Ülker for the rest of the 
2013–14 season.  On April 10, 2014, 
he parted ways with Fenerbahçe af-
ter just six games. He averaged 3.3 
points and 1.3 assists over those six 
games.

On June 27, 2014, the Pelicans trad-
ed Jackson’s rights back to the Phil-
adelphia 76ers in exchange for Russ 
Smith’s draft rights. On July 1, 2014, 
he joined the 76ers for the 2014 NBA 
Summer League.  In game one of 
the 76ers’ Orlando Summer League 
schedule on July 5, he ruptured his 
right Achilles during the first half of 
their 77-83 loss to the Orlando Magic.  
Despite the injury, he signed a one-
year, partially guaranteed contract 
with the 76ers on July 24, 2014, only 
to be waived on September 30 after 
he was ruled out for six to 12 months.

On July 15, 2015, Jackson re-signed 
with the 76ers after averaging 12 
points per game in two Las Vegas 
Summer League games. However, 
he was later waived by the 76ers on 
October 26 after appearing in three 
preseason games.

On January 6, 2016, Jackson was re-
acquired by the Idaho Stampede. He 

Jackson ended his college career with a championship win over Iowa 

at the National Invitation Tournament (NIT). As a senior,  

he averaged 19.8 points and 7.1 assists per game.

7



made his season debut for the Stam-
pede three days later in a 98–92 win 
over the Fort Wayne Mad Ants, re-
cording six points, one rebound, two 
assists and one steal in 11 minutes of 
action off the bench.  On March 4, 
he was traded to the Texas Legends 
in exchange for the returning player 
rights to Eric Griffin. On March 20, 
he was waived by the Legends be-
fore appearing in a game for them.

In July 2016, Jackson joined the Port-
land Trail Blazers for the 2016 NBA 
Summer League. He had a good run 
there which led him to Croatia.

On October 18, 2016, Jackson 
signed a one-month deal with Cro-

atian club Cedevita Zagreb. In his 
time with Cedevita, he appeared in 
two Eurocup games and five ABA 
League games.

Working his way back toward the 
NBA Run on November 30, 2016, 
Jackson was reacquired by the Tex-
as Legends. After appearing in 10 
games for the Legends, he signed 
with the Dallas Mavericks on De-
cember 27, 2016. That night, he 
made his NBA debut in a 123–107 
loss to the Houston Rockets, re-
cording seven points, one rebound 
and two assists in 11 minutes off 
the bench.  On January 6, 2017, he 
was waived by the Mavericks. Two 
days later, he was reacquired by the 

Texas Legends. He returned to the 
Mavericks on January 15, signing a 
10-day contract with the team.  On 
January 25, he signed a second 10-
day contract with the Mavericks. He 
made his first career start in the Mav-
ericks’ game against the Oklahoma 
City Thunder on January 26, and 
recorded nine points, two rebounds 
and four assists in 13 minutes before 
leaving the game in the first half with 
a left hamstring strain.  He was sub-
sequently waived two days later, and 
immediately re-joined the Legends. 
On February 6, 2017, he was named 
in the Western Conference All-Star 
team for the 2017 NBA D-League 
All-Star Game.

Jackson is truly determined to get his time in the NBA, he has 

proved himself on all courts we wish him a successful year.
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Kyrie dominates the court with his lightning-quick first step and fluid playing style. 
By working with the Nike design team, he ensured his third signature shoe would 
not only enable razor-sharp cuts but also provide players across a variety of positions 
with a custom fit and great court response. Dynamic traction, flexible support and 
responsive cushioning combine to deliver on Kyrie’s demands.

Kyrie  
irving 3

THE FOREFOOT LOCK-IN ALLOWS ME TO CUT 
AND BE AT DIFFERENT ANGLES AND POSITIONS, 
AND STILL RESPOND THE RIGHT WAY. ~ KYRIE IRVING

9



Wraith
this is
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Wraith is the result of constant reinvention. The 
desire to push for more. To go beyond the expected. 
This is your chance to experience ultimate Grand 
Touring in a motor car born to the role. This is 
Wraith. This is Power. Style. Drama.
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New world beauty, GT brawn
Wraith is the most powerful series model to 
carry the Rolls-Royce name. A 6.6 litre Twin-
turbo V12 engine marks its intent. Add to that the 
dramatic fastback lines – an uncompromising 
nod to Grand Touring – and stunning exterior 
and interior options. Every inch is an experience 
waiting to be discovered, then unleashed. 

One look and Wraith’s dramatic presence is 
apparent. Its bold, imposing front grille and fluid 
roofline instantly command your attention. 
Inside you’re thrust into a four-seat cabin of 
unrivalled comfort and quality. Every exacting 
detail reinforces Wraith’s reputation for power, 
style and drama, from the lambswool underfoot 
to the all-encompassing handstitched leather.

Beyond the aesthetic, Wraith’s advanced 
technology ensures a more intelligent and 
informed drive. This isn’t just a motor car of 

unprecedented craftsmanship and design. 
Wraith is power, style and drama for those who 
restlessly seek more.

Define the moment
Bring your own dramatic twists to Wraith, 
shaped by the experiences you’ve had and the 
person they’ve made you. Anything is possible. 
From a stylish, handstitched monogram to a 
one-off paint colour named after a place only 
you know. Our Bespoke team will work with 
you to help build a motor car in your vision.

A potent performance
Propelling you from 0-60mph in just 4.4 seconds, 
Wraith hosts the most powerful Rolls-Royce 
engine ever. Alive with the latest technologies, 
including the satellite-aided transmission that 
predicts the road ahead, Wraith retains its cool 
and calm composure, even at speed. Leaving 
you to enjoy the effortless drive.
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Cristiano  
ronaldo
Cristiano Ronaldo dos  

Santos is a Portuguese 

professional footballer who 

plays as a forward for Spanish 

club Real Madrid and the 

Portugal national team.

Often considered the best player in the 
world and regarded by some as the 
greatest of all time, Ronaldo has four 
FIFA Ballon d’Or awards, the most for a 
European player, and is the first player 
in history to win four European Golden 
Shoes. He has won 21 trophies in his 
career, including five league titles, four 
UEFA Champions League titles and one 
UEFA European Championship. A pro-
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lific goalscorer, Ronaldo holds the records for most 
official goals scored in the top five European leagues 
(369), the UEFA Champions League (105) and the UEFA 
European Championship (29), as well as the most 
goals scored in a UEFA Champions League season (17). 
He has scored more than 600 senior career goals for 
club and country.

Born and raised in Santo António, Madeira, Ronaldo 
was diagnosed with a racing heart at the age of 15. He 
underwent an operation to treat his condition, and be-
gan his senior club career playing for Sporting CP, be-
fore signing with Manchester United at age 18 in 2003. 
After winning his first trophy, the FA Cup, during his first 

season in England, he helped United win three succes-
sive Premier League titles, a UEFA Champions League 
title, and a FIFA Club World Cup. By age 22, he had 
received Ballon d’Or and FIFA World Player of the Year 
nominations and at 23 years old, he won his first Ballon 
d’Or and FIFA World Player of the Year awards. In 2009, 
Ronaldo was the subject of the most expensive asso-
ciation football transfer[note 3] when he moved from 
Manchester United to Real Madrid in a transfer worth 
€94 million ($132 million).

In Spain, Ronaldo has won two La Liga titles, two Co-
pas del Rey, three Champions League titles, and two 
FIFA Club World Cups. After joining Real Madrid, Ron-

After winning his first trophy, the FA Cup, 

during his first season in England, he helped 

United win three successive Premier League 

titles, a UEFA Champions League title,  

and a FIFA Club World Cup.
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aldo finished runner-up for the Ballon d’Or three 
times, behind Lionel Messi, his perceived ca-
reer rival, before winning back-to-back Ballons 
d’Or in 2013 and 2014. He has scored a record 
32 La Liga hat-tricks, including a record-tying 8 
hat-tricks in the 2014–15 season[note 4] and is 
the only player to reach 30 league goals in six 
consecutive La Liga seasons. In 2014, Ronaldo 
became the fastest player in history to reach 200 
La Liga goals, which he achieved in 178 match-
es. In 2015, he became the club’s all-time lead-
ing goalscorer. In 2016, Ronaldo won his fourth 
Ballon d’Or by a record voting margin after seal-
ing La Undécima, Madrid’s 11th European title, 
and winning Euro 2016.

A Portuguese international, Ronaldo was named 
the best Portuguese player of all time by the 
Portuguese Football Federation in 2015. Ronal-
do made his senior international debut in August 
2003, at the age of 18. He is Portugal’s most 
capped player of all time with over 130 caps, and 
has participated in seven major tournaments. He 
is Portugal’s all-time top goalscorer. He scored 
his first international goal at Euro 2004 and 
helped Portugal reach the final. He took over 
full captaincy in July 2008, leading Portugal to 
their first-ever triumph in a major tournament by 
winning Euro 2016, and received the Silver Boot 
as the second-highest goalscorer of the tourna-
ment. One of the most marketable sportsmen, 
he was ranked the world’s highest-paid athlete 
by Forbes in 2016 and 2017, as well as the world’s 
most famous athlete by ESPN in 2016 and 2017.

OnE OF thE mOst mArkEtAbLE sPOrtsmEn, hE WAs 
rAnkEd thE WOrLd’s hIghEst-PAId AthLEtE by FOrbEs 

In 2016 And 2017, As WELL As thE WOrLd’s mOst 
FAmOUs AthLEtE by EsPn In 2016 And 2017.
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Travis McAvene has been active-
ly coaching basketball for over 18 
years. During his time in coaching, 
he has built a great reputation as 
one of the best offensive minds in 
the coaching profession. He also 
has won and built championship 
teams at every level of basketball.

Recently, McAvene was named 
Head Men’s Basketball Coach 
& G.M. for 2017 Mediterranean 
Cup in Barcelona, Spain.(http://
www.mcceuropebasket.com/sin-
gle-post/2016/12/20/McAvene-
named-Head-Coach-GM-of-2017-
Mediterranean-Cup-of-Champions  

When I asked McAvene what his 
commitments were for the rest of 
the summer he stated.  NBA Africa 
for two weeks, Jamaica Cup August 
7-15, Mediterranean Cup in Spain 
Early September. He truly is a want-
ed man…his professionalism speaks 
for itself.

When you are looking for one of 
the best coaches in the world look 
no further the stats speak for them-
selves.  Check it! McAvene won the 

2016 FIBA Copa Mitchell America’s 
Cup Championship as Head Coach 
for our USA Team, which was 
played in the Dominican Republic 
and will look to win his third straight 
Championship in 2017.  He was also 
named Best Coach by Latin Basket 
for the 2015 and 2016 Copa Mitch-
ell America’s Cup.  McAvene also is 
currently the General Manager for 
our USA Jones Cup Men’s Nation-
al Team, which competes against 
all Olympic National Teams across 
Asia and the Middle East in Taiwan 
live on Fox Sports. He was just fea-
tured on Global Sports in Toron-
to, Canada as being the General 
Manager for Team USA Jones Cup 
National Team in Taiwan (http://
gsxgroup.ca/a-platform-for-suc-
cess-building-an-experience-with-
travis-mcavene)

He has led the USA Jones Cup 
Men’s National Team to bronze 
medals in 2012 and 2013 as Head 
Coach. During these two years, the 
USA Jones Cup Team led the tour-
nament in scoring and displayed a 
very up-tempo style of basketball. 

Some may ask why is this Super 
Coach not coaching in the col-
lege ranks or the Pros…..McAvene 
is stacking his stats to make him 
an undeniable choice for one of 
the top universities. It’s time for this 
coach to make a major move in 
2017/2018.

For those of you who don’t know 
McAvene’s coaching career be-
gan as a varsity assistant coach at 
Lincoln High School (1998-99) in 
Cambridge City, Indiana. He then 
was hired as one of the youngest 
Head College Basketball Coach’s 
at Indiana University-East (1999-
2000) in Richmond, Indiana. 
McAvene then went on to become 
coach at Clark State Community 
College, where he helped resur-
rect a losing program into a win-
ner immediately. From 2002-2004, 
McAvene became one of the most 
successful prep school coaches in 
the country winning back to back 
prep school national champion-
ship at the Division II and III level at 
New Creations Prep in Richmond, 
Indiana. During this time, McAvene 

Travis 
McAvene
Team USA Jones Cup 
General Manager
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‘s teams led the country in scor-
ing in their division and won over 
30 games each season. In 2005, 
McAvene took over the Christian 
Center Prep Academy program in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. During the 2004-
2005 season, McAvene led CCA 
to a national championship game 
appearance and a 30-4 record. In 
2006, McAvene was Head Coach 
at Harmony Prep School in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio where he built one 
of the best prep school basketball 
program’s in the country and #2 
national ranking behind Oak Hill 
Academy. From 2002-2006 as a 
head coach, McAvene sent over 30 
players to the NCAA Division I level. 
In the summer of 2006, McAvene 
began his NCAA Division I college 
basketball coaching career at Cop-
pin State University in Baltimore, 
Maryland. There he was in charge 
of recruiting and worked beside 
legendary coach Ron “Fang” Mitch-
ell. In 2008, McAvene went back to 
high school level as a head coach 
at Westfall High School in William-
sport, Ohio. In 2009, McAvene 
led Westfall to their best record in 

school history and first conference 
championship in 30 years. He was 
named SVC Conference Coach 
of the Year. In 2010, McAvene en-
tered the professional basketball 
world accepting a head coaching 
position with the Columbus Crush 
(ABA). During the 2010-2011 sea-
son, McAvene placed four out of his 
five starters at the overseas profes-
sional level. In 2011, McAvene took 
over as Head of the Cincinnati Slam 
(UBA), where is he was named UBA 
Coach of the Year in 2012. McAvene 
was also named 2012 Eurobasket 
All-United States Coach of the Year. 
He was later named Head Coach 
for the 2012 USA Jones Cup Na-
tional Team in Taiwan. From 2012-
2014, McAvene took over as Head 
Coach for Southern State College 
in Hillsboro, Ohio. During this time, 
McAvene lead Southern State to a 
25-3 record and finished #1 in the 
country (USCAA Division I) in scor-
ing averaging 96.3 ppg. McAvene 
now has the best record in school 
history at Southern State College. 
In the fall of 2013, McAvene was 
named General Manager for the 

USA Jones Cup National Team. 
McAvene was responsible for hiring 
current NBA coach Sam Mitchell of 
the Minnesota Timberwolves. In 
August of 2014, McAvene was fea-
tured in the world famous Bleach-
er Report with the USA Jones Cup 
National Team in Taiwan. Coach 
McAvene was named Head Coach 
for the USA Mitchell America’s 
Team in the Dominican Republic 
in March of 2014 and was offered 
this position thru 2017. In year one, 
McAvene brought home a cham-
pionship at the 2015 FIBA Mitch-
ell America’s Cup and was also 
named Best Coach by Latin Basket. 
If this is not enough, McAvene also 
currently holds the title of Nation-
al Director for the UBA. The UBA 
is one of the the top rated minor 
league basketball systems noted 
under the NBA D-League. The UBA 
has produced over 190 players at 
the overseas professional basket-
ball level since 2009.

Now a Coach and a Father McAvene 
resides in Dayton, Ohio with his 
daughter Jada.
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nnemkadi 
ogwumike
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Nnemkadi “Nneka” Ogwumike is 
an American basketball player of 
Nigerian descent for the Los Ange-
les Sparks of the Women’s Nation-
al Basketball Association (WNBA), 
after being drafted No. 1 overall in 
the 2012 WNBA Draft. Soon after 
being drafted, Ogwumike signed an 
endorsement deal with Nike.  She 
is the older sister of Chiney Ogwu-
mike, who also plays in the Wom-
en’s National Basketball Association. 
Ogwumike was named WNBA MVP 
for 2016.

She also plays for Dynamo Kursk of 
Russia  Her name “Nneka” means 
“Mother is Supreme” in Igbo. She is 
6’2” and plays power forward. She 
attended Cypress-Fairbanks High 
School in Cypress, Texas and led 
them to a 5A State Championship in 
her senior season. While at Stanford 

University she helped the Cardinals 
reach the Final Four - four times. 
As of 2016, Ogwumike was elected 
President of the WNBA Players As-
sociation.

Ogwumike was named a WBCA 
All-American. She participated 
in the 2008 WBCA High School 
All-America Game, where she 
scored 17 points, grabbed 6 re-
bounds, and earned MVP honors 
for the White team. She averaged 
16.8 points, 8.0 rebounds, 1.8 as-
sists, 2.4 steals and 0.8 blocks per 
game during the 2007-08 season 
at Cy-Fair High School.

Ogwumike chose Stanford over 
Baylor, Duke, Connecticut, Ten-
nessee and Notre Dame.  She was 
a member of USA Under 18 Team 
that won gold in Argentina on July 

23–27, 2008. Nneka tallied 20 points 
and 15 rebounds in the champion-
ship game of the Under-18 FIBA 
Americas. She led team USA to a 
5-0 record while leading the team 
in scoring and rebounding. She was 
named MVP of this tournament in 
Argentina.

Nneka had also played with her sis-
ter, Chiney Ogwumike in Stanford.

On January 23, 2010, Ogwumike 
broke the Cardinal record for re-
bounds in a game with 23 to go 
along with 30 points in a 100-80 
win at Oregon.

On December 20, 2011, Ogwumike 
scored a career-high 42 points on 19 
for 27 shooting while also grabbing 
17 rebounds in a 97-80 win over the 
sixth-ranked Tennessee Lady Vols.
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On January 7, 2012, Ogwumike 
surpassed both the 2,000 point 
and the 1,000 rebound thresholds 
for her career with a 33-point, 16 
rebound performance against Or-
egon State.

Ogwumike left the Stanford Cardinal 
as the second all-time leading scorer 
for the women’s basketball program 
behind only Candice Wiggins.

Ogwumike was a member of the 
USA Women’s U18 team which 
won the gold medal at the FIBA 
Americas Championship in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. The event was held 
in July 2008, when the USA team 
defeated host Argentina to win the 
championship. Ogwumike helped 
the team win all five games, starting 
all five games and leading all scorers 
with 12.6 points per game. She was 
also the leading rebounder with 8 
per game. Ogwumike recorded 15 
rebounds in the final game against 
Argentina, an U18 record.

Ogwumike continued on to the 
USA Women’s U19 team which 

represented the USA in the 2009 
U19 World’s Championship, held in 
Bangkok, Thailand in July and Au-
gust 2009. Although the USA team 
lost the opening game to Spain, 
they went on to win their next 
seven games to earn a rematch 
against Spain in the finals, and won 
the game 81–71 to earn the gold 
medal. Ogwumike started all nine 
games and was the team’s leading 
scorer, with 13.6 points per game. 
She was the leading rebounder 
with almost ten per game, and was 
named to the all-tournament team.

Ogwumike played on the team pre-
senting the USA at the 2011 World 
University Games held in Shen-
zhen, China, along with her sister, 
Chiney Ogwumike . The team, 
coached by Bill Fennelly, won all 
six games to earn the gold medal. 
Ogwumike averaged 13.2 points 
and 5.7 rebounds per game, both 
second place on the team behind 
Elena Delle Donne.

Ogwumike had also played for 
team USA at the 2014 FIBA World 

Championship for Women, helping 
team USA beat Spain 77–64 in the 
gold medal game.

On April 16, 2012, the Los Angeles 
Sparks picked Ogwumike first over-
all in the 2012 WNBA Draft. She be-
came the second player from Cy-
press-Fairbanks High School to be 
drafted No. 1 overall into the WNBA 
behind Lindsey Harding in 2007.

On July 12, 2012, Ogwumike set a 
career-high in rebounds with 20 to 
go along with 22 points in a 77-74 
win over the eventual WNBA cham-
pion Indiana Fever. On September 
13, 2012, she scored a season high 
30 points on 10 of 15 shooting to 
go along with 11 rebounds in an 86-
77 win over the Chicago Sky. In the 
regular season finale on Septem-
ber 20, 2012, Ogwumike matched 
her teammate Candace Parker for 
team highs in both points and re-
bounds with each player earning 22 
and 11, respectively, in a 92-76 win 
over the defending WNBA champi-
on Minnesota Lynx. Ogwumike was 
10 for 13 from the field.
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Ogwumike was named WNBA Rook-
ie of the Month four out of five times 
in her rookie season. On October 7, 
2012, Ogwumike was awarded as 
the 2012 WNBA Rookie of the Year. 
It marked the fifth consecutive year 
that the award had been won by the 
first overall draft pick.

During the 2014 season, Ogwumike 
averaged 15.8 ppg and was voted as 
a WNBA All-star for the second time 
in her career along with her sister 
Chiney Ogwumike, becoming the 
first pair of sisters to be selected 
into a WNBA All-Star game.

In 2016, Ogwumike re-signed with 
the Sparks once her rookie contract 
expired. During the season, Ogwu-
mike was named AP WNBA Play-
er of the Year, while finishing third 
in the league in scoring (19.7 ppg), 
third in the league in rebounding (9.1 
rpg) and first in field goal percent-
age (.665). Her season performance 
would also help her earn the 2016 
WNBA Most Valuable Player Award. 

During the season, Ogwumike had 
set a WNBA record for most consec-
utive field goals made (23 consecu-
tive field goals over three games) and 
set a new WNBA single-game record 
for most field-goal attempts without 
a miss in which she scored 32 points 
on 12 of 12 field goal shooting in a 
97-73 win over the Dallas Wings. 
On June 30, 2016, she scored a ca-
reer-high 38 points along with 11 re-
bounds in a 84-75 victory against the 
Atlanta Dream. In addition, she set 
the basketball record for highest true 
shooting percentage by reaching 
73.7% during the season, becoming 
the most efficient shooter in the his-
tory of professional basketball. With 
a supporting cast of Candace Park-
er and Kristi Toliver, the Sparks were 
a championship contender in the 
league with a 26-8 record. With the 
WNBA’s new playoff format in effect, 
the Sparks were the number 2 seed 
in the league with a double-bye to 
the semi-finals (the last round before 
the WNBA Finals) facing the Chicago 

Sky. The Sparks defeated the Sky 3-1 
in the series, advancing to the WNBA 
Finals for the first time since 2003. 
In the WNBA Finals, it was the sec-
ond time in league history were two 
teams from the same conference 
faced each other in the Finals due to 
the new playoff format. Against the 
championship-defending Minnesota 
Lynx, the Sparks won the champi-
onship in a hard-fought five-game 
series, winning their first champion-
ship since 2002. Ogwumike won her 
first career WNBA championship. In 
game five of the series, Ogwumike 
had 12 points along with 12 rebounds 
and scored a game-winning shot af-
ter grabbing an offensive rebound to 
put the Sparks up 77-76 with 3 sec-
onds left in the game. Ogwumike 
became the seventh player in WNBA 
history to win both the regular sea-
son MVP award and a championship 
in the same season.

In 2017, Ogwumike signed a con-
tract extension with the Sparks.

23



MiaMi
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MiaMiMiami (/maɪˈæmi/; Spanish pronunciation: [miˈami]) is 
a seaport city at the southeastern corner of the U.S. 
state of Florida and its Atlantic coast. As the seat of 
Miami-Dade County, the municipality is the principal, 
central, and the most populous city of the Miami met-
ropolitan area and part of the second-most populous 
metropolis in the southeastern United States Accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau, Miami’s metro area is 
the eighth-most populous and fourth-largest urban 
area in the U.S., with a population of around 5.5 million.

Miami is a major center, and a leader in finance, 
commerce, culture, media, entertainment, the arts, 
and international trade. In 2012, Miami was classified as 
an Alpha−World City in the World Cities Study Group’s 
inventory.  In 2010, Miami ranked seventh in the 
United States in terms of finance, commerce, culture, 
entertainment, fashion, education, and other sectors. 
It ranked 33rd among global cities  In 2008, Forbes 
magazine ranked Miami “America’s Cleanest City”, 
for its year-round good air quality, vast green spaces, 
clean drinking water, clean streets, and citywide 
recycling programs.  According to a 2009 UBS study 
of 73 world cities, Miami was ranked as the richest city 
in the United States, and the world’s fifth-richest city in 
terms of purchasing power. Miami is nicknamed the 
“Capital of Latin America”[1] and is the largest city with 
a Cuban-American plurality.

Miami has the third tallest skyline in the U.S. with 
over 300 high-rises. Downtown Miami is home to 
the largest concentration of international banks 
in the United States, and many large national and 
international companies. The Civic Center is a major 
center for hospitals, research institutes, medical 
centers, and biotechnology industries. For more than 
two decades, the Port of Miami, known as the “Cruise 
Capital of the World”, has been the number one cruise 
passenger port in the world. It accommodates some 
of the world’s largest cruise ships and operations, and 
is the busiest port in both passenger traffic and cruise 
lines.  Metropolitan Miami is the major tourism hub in 
the American South, number two in the U.S. after New 
York City and number 13 in the world, including the 
popular destination of Miami Beach. 

If you want to buy a house in Miami….
*Miami is the 109th best city to be a real estate agent, 
study says

While Miami being named as the 109th best city to 
be a real estate agent isn’t exactly something to be 
proud of, it does mark some nice improvement from 
last year’s standing of 134th in Miami’s cheapest and 
priciest neighborhoods to rent in this winter
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A new quarterly map showing Miami rents organ-
ized by neighborhood indicates prices have re-
mained strong in surging core areas like Brickell, 
downtown Miami, and Edgewater. the same report.

Miami residents need to earn an annual salary of 
around $67,000 to be able to afford a median-price 
home of $310,000, according to a national study 
from HSH that looked at 27 metro areas across 
the country.

One-bedroom median rents in Miami remain 
sticky, plateauing at $1800 for the fourth consecu-
tive month in Zumper’s monthly rent report, while 
ranking ninth nationally across the country. *Fisher 
Island is the 4th most expensive zip in the US.

The NighTlife
 » Top Nightclubs in Miami include : E11 Even, 

Heart Nightclub, IVY Nightclub and Liv Foun-
tainbleau.

 » E11Even is a Dayclub in the daytime and a 
Nightclub in the evening.

 » Heart Nightclub a casual high energy mul-
ti-faceted club with a roof terrace and top DJs.

 » Ivy Nightclub Hotspot that draws a flashy crowd. 
 » LV Fountainbleau Historic Fountainebleau, 

contemporary entertainment center. An ul-
tra-exclusive lounge and a high energy night-
club 18,000 square feet lavish décor. Includes 
clothed dancers on trapeze and Burlesque 
Performances. The Ultimate Miami Nightlife.

Top ResTauRaNTs
 » Area 31 Seafood and Miami Skyline Views
 » Zuma Japanese Cuisine and River Views
 » CVI.Che 105 Peruvian cuisine in a chic modern 

setting

MiaMi shoppiNg
 » The Shops at midtown Miami
 » Dolphin Mall: mall includes great stores, a the-

atre and bowling.
 » North Miami: Bal Harbour Shops
 » Indoor shopping Buckell City Center
 » Art Basil Miami
 » The Art District Mix of Art Installations and 

avant gard fashion.
 » Lincoln Road Mall
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